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So long as the ministry was controlled by men of fairly liberal views this regime was not too oppressive. Foreign books (but not periodicals), moreover, if consigned to private individuals, were exempt from censorship, and there were loopholes which permitted booksellers to distribute foreign publications banned by the authorities. This era of relative tolerance lasted for only a few years. With the revival in 1807 of the security police as a permanent institution, that agency began to interfere with censorship, and the ministry of the police established in 1811 was given broad, albeit ill defined, powers to deal with domestic and foreign publications. There were numerous instances of confiscation by the police department of books and articles passed by the ministry of education. The conflict between these two agencies continued even after the reactionary Golitsin became minister of education (1816), although his stern handling both of the press and of the publishers left little to which the police could take exception. Golitsin prohibited (February 10, 1817) the discussion in print of government activities without preliminary authorization by the minister concerned. It was further officially explained (May 14, 1818) that "all questions pertaining to government policies may be discussed only in accordance with the wishes of the authorities, who know better what information should be given to the public; private persons must not write on political topics, either for or against." The ban applied specifically to the discussion of constitutional reform and emancipation of the serfs. In 1825 Arakcheev communicated to the minister of education an imperial order prohibiting the publication of magazine articles on military colonies, except those supplied by himself. But even strict compliance with these Draconian rules offered no real protection to authors and publishers. The popular journal Dukh Zhurnalov (Review of Reviews), which had many clashes with the censors, printed in 1820 articles on the constitution of the United States of America and on representative government. It was suspended in 1821. Censorship of purely literary works was equally capricious, unpredictable, and stringent. It was against these overwhelming odds that the nascent Russian literature and journalism had to struggle for a place in the sun.
LITERATURE, ART, AND THE THEATER
At the beginning of the nineteenth century western influence dominated Russian literature. The form and content of Russian literary